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Mobile Dental Clinic 
Foundation to Year 6 

6  -  7 June 

VCE GAT 
Wednesday 13 June 

Year 10 & 11 Exams 
12, 13,14 June 

Report Writing  
Pupil Free Day 
Friday 15 June 

Queen’s Birthday 
Public Holiday 

Monday 11 June 

Hearing Screening  
Wednesday 13 June 

 

Year 10/11 City 
Experience Camp 

17  -  22 June 

School Wide Positive 
Behaviour meeting 

Monday 4 June 

Cross Country 
 

The cross country was a great success with students from Foundation through to Year 9 
all competing at various distances. The weather held off just long enough for us to get 
all runners through to the finish with everyone putting in an excellent effort. 

 

Winners 

9 girls: Caliegh Munn 

9 boys: Silas Hutchins 

10 girls: Charlotte Henderson 

10 boys: Jack Nelson 

11 girls: Hunter Adams 

11 boys: Jonah Iese 

Open primary girls: Laura Michelmore 

Open primary boys: Ryan Maund 

13 girls: Trinity Hollis 

13 boys: Brock Summerhayes 

14 girls: Kate Ellis 

14 boys: Mark Kelly 

15 girls: Jazmin Potae 

15 boys: Harrison Turner 

16 girls: Sarah Hunn 

16 boys: Lachlan Perks 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On 22 May I presented the Annual Report for 2017 to the College community. A copy of this report is available on the College 
website, under School Policy and Planning:  
 
http://edenhope.vic.edu.au/about-us/policies 
 
I encourage you to read this report, and other documents related to the College’s current plans at your convenience. You will 
note that while we have a lot of work yet to do, we are definitely making progress. In addition to the above report I also 
informed the Council of the following achievements: 
 

 Individual Education Plans and associated Student Support Group Meetings have been held for all mandated students 
in both Term 1, and now this term also. 

 Staff have been completing professional development in Restorative Practices in support of this work in PBS. 

 We are pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs Sarah Joubert to a 0.8 positions as ESS (Admin, Science lab tech 
and Integration). 

 We are a committed member of the newly developed West Wimmera Early Years Steering Committee, the goal of 
which is Improved Communication between all early childhood service providers in West Wimmera. 

 
Additionally, our SWPBS Implementation team (of students, staff and parents) has finished its initial consultation with the 
College community and has crafted a new values statement for the College. It have also begun work on a Behaviour 
Curriculum that will eventually be taught in all F-10 classes. Our new values statement is: 
 
At Edenhope College we are: 
 

 Respectful – by being kind, courteous and accepting 

 Safe – by being thoughtful and compassionate 

 Willing to Learn – by being attentive, curious and creative 
 

I spoke about these new values in our whole school assembly at the beginning of last week. I pointed out that it is not enough 
to simply say those things. Instead, we also have to believe in them. If all members of the College community (staff, parents 
and students) were kind, courteous and accepting of each other, were thoughtful and compassionate to each other, and were 
attentive, curious and creative, imagine what a great school we would have. 

Duke of Edinburgh Rock Climbing Activity 
 
On Wednesday 23

rd
 May, the Advanced Class travelled to Mt Arapiles to enjoy a day of guided rock climbing. 

 
The students in attendance were presented with a variety (difficulty levels) of rock faces to climb and subsequently the 
challenge of taking themselves out of their comfort zones, whilst further developing their team work, communication and 
initiative skills. 
 
Overall, an enjoyable day was had by all and thank you also to Heather Ferguson for volunteering her time to help 
supervise (along with Mr Cooper) the class in addition to taking photos for us on the day. 
 

http://edenhope.vic.edu.au/about-us/policies


To all VCE parents 
 
Simmon’s Advisory Service assists parents in gaining  financial 
information regarding Youth Allowance in readiness for tertiary 
Study. There are many ways to financially support rural and 
remote students, and this service will guide you in the right 
direction. 
 
Victoria Rose-Heffernan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIMMONS ADVISORY 
SERVICE 

“THE CENTRELINK MATTER EXPERTS”  
 

 
Simmons Advisory Service was formed in May 2017.  Our 
founder Gavin Simmons had previously worked for Centrelink 
for 10 years in a number of roles including Complex 
Assessment Officer, Team Leader, Pension Assessor, Training 
Officer, Compliance Officer and  Families Assessment Officer.  
In 2006 Gavin departed Centrelink and took up accounting 
where his Centrelink knowledge ensured that he continued to 
assist Centrelink clients, but this time from the other side of the 
counter. 
 
After 10 years accounting and with near 400 clients, whom he 
managed their Centrelink affairs, Simmons Advisory Service 
was formed. 
 
With clients throughout Australia, our expert in-depth 
knowledge of Centrelink matters and comprehensive 
understanding of the Social Security Act, sees our client base 
expanding rapidly. 
 
Many people trying to access Centrelink services experience 
the frustration of lengthy delays be it via phone service queue 
or in person at service centre attendance.  We can alleviate this 
frustration and give you timely, consistent, comprehensive 
advice.  We specialise in mainly  
 

 Youth Allowance 

 Age Pension 

 Aged Care 

 Family Tax Benefit and concession cards 
 
We ensure you obtain the correct entitlement as well as ALL 
your entitlements, mostly what benefits we achieve for you are 
stated up front. So you can assess if to proceed.  
 
We are lead to believe that we are the only firm in Australia that 
specialises in Youth Allowance matters assisting families with 
financial arrangements in sending children away to tertiary 
studies. 
 
We can be contacted on Mobile 0409 383650 or email 

gavins017@gmail.com or visit our Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/Simmons-Centrelink-Advisory-Services-

1911363202410940/ where we post many handy hints for 

people on or off Centrelink benefits.    

    

Careers Report  
     
On Tuesday 26 June, students in Years 9, 11 and 12 will 
be attending the Western Victorian Careers Expo at the 
Field Days site in Longerenong. This annual event gives 
students an opportunity to speak directly to representatives 
from Universities, TAFE colleges, Employer groups, and 
personnel form the Australian Defence Forces, Police and 
Ambulance. 
 
A full list of those attending and a seminar program can be 
found on the Expo website: wimmeracareersexpo.com 
 
Students will be travelling by coach to the Expo, and 
Parents who would like to attend are most welcome, but 
will need to make their own travel arrangements. 
 
The special guest at this year’s Expo is Damian Tomlinson, 
an Australian veteran of the war in Afghanistan. Damian’s 
Commando Unit hit a Taliban bomb and he suffered terrible 
injuries, resulting in the amputation of both legs. Damian 
triumphed against adversity and his courage and positive 
attitude has seen him become an inspiration to many. 
Despite his injuries, Damian has competed in the TARGA 
car rally, walked the Kokoda Track and participated in the 
2014 Paralympics in Russia. 
 
Agricultural Careers 
 
As we are in a rural area, where many are employed in the 
Agriculture sector, students may be interested in the range 
of Career options available. 
 

 Agricultural Communications-Market news reporter, 
Farm news reporter, Advertising specialist, Regional 
Sales manager, Account manager. 

 

 Agricultural Economics – Grain broker, Farm and 
Land appraiser, Insurance agent, Agricultural lender. 

 

 Agricultural Education-Education Specialist, Farm 
Manager, Soil Conservationist. 

 

 Agricultural Engineering-Structural engineer, 
Irrigation engineer, Food engineer, Waste handling, 
Machine design engineer. 

 

 Agronomy- Crop specialist, Soil Scientist, Plant 
breeder, Fertilizer sales rep, Plant geneticist, soil 
surveyor, Farm supply rep. 

 

 Animal Sciences-Livestock Production Manager, 
Feed sales, Livestock agent, Livestock insurance 
rep, Veterinarian, Farm Management, Stable 
management, Farm hand, Animal scientist. 

 

 Food Sciences- Product research and development, 
quality assurance, Food chemist, Food 
Microbiologist. 

 
Students will have the opportunity at the Expo to discuss 
agricultural options with representatives from Longerenong 
College, The University of Melbourne, Glenormiston 
College and Marcus Oldham. 
 
Victoria Rose-Heffernan 
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The General Achievement Test 
(GAT) 

 
All students completing a VCE Unit 3 & 4 sequence are 
required to sit the GAT on Wednesday 13 June 2018. The 
General Achievement Test (GAT) is a tool used by the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) to 
ensure fairness of marking and assessment for all VCE 
students across Victoria.  
 
The GAT is a three hour test of students’ general knowledge 
and skills in written communication, mathematics, science 
and technology, and humanities, arts and the social sciences. 
The results of the GAT can be used in a number of ways: 
 

 The VCAA uses the GAT in its Statistical Moderation of 
school based assessments across the state, ensuring 
that a fair approach is achieved in a situation where 
the over 40,000 students attempting VCE this year will 
all have different teachers and assessment tasks. 

 

 The GAT is used as a means of checking final exam 
results from the November exams. When results are 
lower than expected (as indicated by the GAT), a 
student’s exam might be assessed again by the Chief 
Assessor. This might even result in a higher grade 
being given. 

 

 The GAT can also be used to calculate a Derived 
Examination Score (DES) which a student can apply 
for if (for various reasons) he or she is unable to 
properly complete the end of year exams. 

 
For the reasons above, we strongly urge students at 
Edenhope College to sit the GAT to the best of their ability. 
 
There is no special study that can be done to prepare for the 
GAT. It is really a culmination of the skills and knowledge that 
has been built up during the student’s lifetime of learning. 

Student Representation  
on College Council 

 
In exciting news for the students of Edenhope College, we 
are able to announce that Department of Education 
guidelines for the improvement of student voice on school 
councils across the state have finally arrived. For those that 
may be unaware, DET has determined that each school 
council in secondary government schools across the state 
should now have mandated student representatives with full 
voting rights.  
 
While Edenhope College has always invited the College 
Captain as a co-opted member of the Council, this is still 
very exciting. For the first time, two students, from years 7-12 
can actually have a real impact on decisions made by the 
College’s governing body.  
 
A candidate must be a person who is eligible for election to 
the membership category to which they are seeking election. 
Essentially, this means that any student from years 7 to 12 
can stand for election to one of these positions, or nominate 
another student (should that student agree).  
 
The nominator of a candidate standing for election to the 
Student member category must be in year 7 or above, and 
be a member of the school’s student body. 
 
The timeline for this process is as follows: 
 

 1 June – Closing date for nominations 

 4 June – Date by which candidates and nominators 
will be posted 

 4 June-8 June – Election week 

 12 June – Vote count 

 13 June – Declaration of poll 

 19 June – First School Council meeting with our new 
Student Representatives! 

 
Information to students about this will be made available next 
week, as will nomination forms. 
 
Please encourage your secondary aged child to consider this 
great opportunity to play a real role in the governance of our 
school. 
 
Fact sheets for both students and parents are available at 
the front office. 
 

Little Desert Primary Netball 
 
Little Desert Primary Schools hosted a netball carnival for 
local Year 5/6 girls. Edenhope College combined with St 
Malachy’s to enter two teams. The teams consisted of girls 
who had experience in the Saturday competition and girls 
who had never played before. They encouraged each other 
and the new girls quickly caught on to the rules. The games 
consisted of 2 x 12 minute halves and everyone got to play in 
four games. Despite the weather being very cold, the girls 
had a great day. A special thank you to Veronica Ralph for 

umpiring and team organisers Nicole Robinson and Kylie 
Pettman. 

School Wide Positive Behaviour 
Support at Edenhope College 

 

Anyone, student, teacher or parent, can attend an SWPBS 
meeting if they wish. Student and parent contributions are 
particularly welcome.  
 
 

Term 2 Meeting dates 

4 June and 25 June (all meetings are held in the ‘Centre’ at 
3.35-4.35 pm ) 



Indigenous Cricket Day at 
Edenhope College 

 
Last Friday students from Edenhope College joined students 
from Nhill, Goroke and Balmoral to celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of the first Australian International Cricket tour to 
England in 1868.  This tour was unique in that all the players 
were indigenous and lived and worked in the West Wimmera. 
 

Representatives from Cricket Australia and Cricket Victoria, 
along with current Indigenous Cricket players organised a 
range of round robin activities designed to encourage our 
students to become more familiar with the game and to 
consider it as a future sport. 
 

As part of the 150
th
 Anniversary, Edenhope College gained a 

cricket pitch on the oval, which coincidentally happens to be 
one of the training grounds for the 1868 players. Our thanks to 
the West Wimmera Shire for their support. 
 

Students also had the opportunity to question the Indigenous 
cricketers about their pathways towards representing their 
country at international level. They were also able to share 
their knowledge of the 1868 team and acknowledge their 
success. 
 

Robyne Rainsford and Josh Clissold spent a great deal of 
time setting up this day and it was great to see so many 
students and players enjoying themselves.  
 

Congratulations to Brock Summerhayes who recorded a 
bowling speed of nearly 100kms per hour! 
 

Let’s hope that students will consider cricket as another 
sporting interest in the future. 
 

Victoria Rose and Kara Shuttleworth 

 

Annual Year 7 Hearing Tests - 
Wednesday 13 June 

 
The Wimmera Hearing Society provides a free service. Early 
detection of hearing loss is vital to support your child’s 
learning. 
 
Wimmera Hearing Society is coming to Edenhope College 
on Wednesday 13 June to screen our Year 7 students. They 
can also test other students as needed.   
 
Permission forms have been sent home and need to be 
returned as soon as possible. 
                                          
Diana McDonald 
Secondary School Nurse 

Introducing the Star Reader Award 
to the College 

 
Reading for the Star Reader Awards will start at the 
beginning of June.  A student from Foundation 1/2, Years 
3/4, and Years 5/6 will be selected to receive the Star 
Reader Award each month.   
 
The awards will be given to students who are borrowing 
books from the College library, consistently reading  their 
‘Take Home’ books and have shown to be a ‘Star Reader’ 
during classroom and library lessons. 
 
Winners will be presented with their awards at the end of 
each month and the ‘Star Readers’ will be published in 
Whytalla. 
 

 

 

VCE Agricultural and Horticultural 
 
Thank you to Lisa Oliver, the Regional Landcare Facilitator, 
West Wimmera for volunteering her time to speak with the 
students.  The students learnt about soil composition, 
structure and pH.  Soil tests were taken in the vegetable 
garden.  The students had brought in the soil samples from 
their own properties which were also examined.   



Ballarat 
9.30am - 1.30pm 

Thursday, 5 July 2018 
1200 Mair Street, Lake Wendouree  

 

Melbourne 
9.30am - 1.30pm 

Tuesday, 3 July 2018 
115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy  

 
Registrations are now open for ACU University Experience.  If 
you’re in Year 10, 11 or 12 and considering uni for when you 
finish school, then this free event is perfect to explore your 
study options  -  including nursing, paramedicine, social work, 
education, exercise science and lots more! 
 
On the day you’ll get to: 
 

 Participate in two hands-on workshops to sample 
degrees of your choice 

 Meet ACU staff and current students 

 Get a feel for your local campus 

 Learn about industries and carers 

 Hear helpful tips on preparing for university 

 Enjoy the entertainment and fun campus atmosphere 
 
Contact Us 
 
Future Students Ballarat 
Phone:  03 5336 5383 
E: futurestudy.bal@acuedu.au 
 
Future Students Melbourne 
Phone:  03 9953 3300 
E: futurestudy.mel@acuedu.au 

Smart Money Report   $$$$$$$$$$ 
 
Imogen Hollis, Cody Hessey, Josh Kourouparkis, Sam Post, 
Hayden Trowbridge, Hayley Grigg, Eliza Gould, Darcy Ewer 
and Harrison Turner played the Sharemarket Game.  
Students received a virtual $50,000 to invest over a 10 week 
period in 220 companies listed on the ASX. The prices 
students bought and sold were the same prices as they 
would get in the live market so it was as close to real life 
share trading as you can get.  
 
As a result of playing the Game the students developed their 
knowledge of the Sharemarket, learnt how to research 
companies, analyzed stock using fundamental and technical 
analysis, discovered the importance of wise investment 
decisions, gained a greater knowledge of economic and 
world events and began to learn more about investing which 
will be beneficial to their future.  
 
Of the 18 771 people that played only 42% of the participants 
made a profit. Sixty seven percent of the Edenhope class 
made a profit. Team Hayley Grigg and Harrison Turner were 
the winners of Edenhope College. They made a virtual $ 
1690.30 over the ten week period and were ranked 2119 of 
18771 people that played. Cody Hessey was second making 
a profit of $1159.90 and had a rank of 2272 out of 18771 for 
the school. Hayden Trowbridge was third for the school and 
midway through the game ranked 273 out of 18771  when the 
majority of the participants were in the red, after Trump’s 
trading policies announcements spooked the market. 
Hayden’s portfolio at that stage consisted of defensive stocks 
that were rural and agricultural based.  
 
I wish the class all the best for the future investment 
decisions. 
 
Miss Craig 

Greening The School 
 

Edenhope College students are looking to make the second 
vertical garden which is to be located in the Primary mini 
barn.  We are looking for donations of plant cuttings to fill the 
vertical garden compartments.  Plants that would be suitable 
are:  succulents, herb cuttings, geraniums or any hardy 
plants.  Plants can be brought to school by your child and 
they can assist with the planting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lost Property 
 
There is a large quantity of College jumpers and jackets in 
lost property with no names attached to identify the owners.  
Please label uniform items with student’s name and if using 
secondhand items, please amend the student’s name on the 
item. 
 
 






